

May 27, 2011

CONTACT:

Adam Reel, MBA Road Project					Michelle Thomson, ChildSavers
832-364-8374 /	Adam.Reel@mason.wm.edu				804-221-1994/mthomson@childsavers.org



Innovative approach partners William & Mary MBA students with ChildSavers
WM bikers to cycle cross-country to raise funds for local Richmond charity


RICHMOND, VA – June 6 marks the beginning of a 4,250-mile cycling trek across America for the William and Mary MBA students Adam Reel, Mark Walkley, and Rawles Wilcox.  The three decided that they were going to break from the traditional MBA summer internship between the first year and second year and do something different…and make a difference.  Along the way, which is the TransAmerica Bike Trail, the W&M Bikers will talk with the locals in each town about the economic issues the country is facing and test out the Main St. vs. Wall Street theories.  The MBA Road Project will call upon their business skills as they raise awareness and contributions for the mental well being of Richmond’s most vulnerable children.

“I hope to grow as a person and take the experience from this trip to positively shape who I become and the future business decisions I make,” says Williamsburg resident Mark Walkley.

The cyclers will begin their journey in Astoria, Oregon, travel across 10 states, and complete their journey in Yorktown, VA in August.

“We are very touched by the community spirit and compassion for children exhibited by Adam, Mark and Rawles in this project.  Working with such generous and committed people is part of what inspires us in our service to children.  We will be immersed in their website (www.wmbikers.com) for the next three months as we follow this amazing journey,”says ChildSavers’ CEO Mark Hierholzer.  

For more information, visit wmbikers.com or childsavers.org.
#  #  #
About ChildSavers
ChildSavers (formerly Memorial Child Guidance Clinic) is a source of hope for Central Virginia’s children. Founded in 1924, the Clinic's legacy of innovation, leadership and care for children has endeared it to three generations of Richmond citizens. Early in its history, ChildSavers turned exclusively to addressing the mental health and developmental needs of children.

At the core of ChildSavers' mission is a fundamental commitment to the mental well being of children and the positive bond between adult and child. We support this with clinical treatment and education and training services that offer reassurance, healing, and the skills necessary to achieve normal life and development. 
